





  
    
        
      Welcome to the United Nations.
 

        Toggle navigation
        
        
        
     
    

    
    

		
				العربية
			
	
				中文
			
	
				English
			
	
				Français
			
	
				Русский
			
	
				Español
			



 
    

    


  

  
  
      [image: Disarmament graphic — on the left | United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs — on the right] 
 

    
      
 
        

  
    
    
    
	
        
        Search
  




    
      
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
     


      

    

  

  
    
    	  About UNODA 
        	Overview
	Vision
	High Representative
	Organigram
	Structure
	Contacts


      
	  Disarmament Bodies and Institutions
        	Disarmament in the General Assembly
	Disarmament in the Security Council
	Conference on Disarmament
	United Nations Disarmament Commission
	Secretary-General’s Advisory Board
	Fellowship Programme
	UNIDIR


      
	  Databases and Research Tools
        	UNODA Documents Library
	GA Resolutions and Decisions
	Disarmament Treaties
	Military Expenditures Database
	The Global Reported Arms Trade


      
	  Resources and Publications
        	UNODA Publications
	UNODA Update
	UNODA Calendar
	Disarmament Education
	Fact Sheets on Disarmament Issues


      
	  Statements and Press Releases
        	Secretary-General’s Statements
	High Representative’s Statements
	Press Releases


      
	  Offices Away From UNHQ
        	Geneva, Switzerland
	Vienna, Austria
	Lima, Peru
	Lomé, Togo
	Kathmandu, Nepal


      
	  Related Links
        	International Organizations
	Research Institutes, Academic Institutions and NGOs


      
	 Site Map


        
  
    	 Weapons of Mass Destruction
        	Nuclear
	Biological
	Chemical
	Missiles
	Security Council Resolution 1540
	Chemical and Biological Weapons Use Investigations
	Measures to Prevent Terrorists From Acquiring WMD


      
	 Conventional Arms
        	Arms Trade
	Small Arms
	Ammunition
	Improvised Explosive Devices
	UNSCAR Trust Fund
	Landmines
	Cluster Munitions
	Depleted Uranium
	UN Register of Conventional Arms
	Military Spending


      
	  Regional Disarmament 
        	Regional Disarmament Overview
	Disarmament Field Activities
	Inter-Agency Coordination
	Partnerships
	Resolutions of Regional Disarmament
	SG Reports
	UN Regional Centers for Peace and Disarmament


      
	 Transparency and Confidence-building
        	Confidence-building Measures
	UN Register of Conventional Arms
	Military Spending
	Outer Space


      
	  Other Disarmament Issues 
        	Counter-Terrorism Strategy
	Disarmament Education
	Environmental Norms
	Gender Perspectives
	Information Security
	Multilateralism
	Outer Space
	Science and Technology
	Special Sessions on Disarmament


      


  
  
  









        

	
		The Arms Trade Treaty
	

	
		The landmark Arms Trade Treaty (ATT), regulating the international trade in conventional arms – from small arms to battle tanks, combat aircraft and warships – entered into force on 24 December 2014.

More on the arms trade

 




Basic facts

States parties: 92

Ratifications: 89

Accessions: 3

Signatories: 130

 







Meetings

	First Conference of States Parties (CSP1) and its preparations
	2nd Conference of States Parties (CSP2): Geneva 22-26 August 2016









Full treaty text
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How to accede to the ATT: a step-by-step guide

	English	Français	Español




 


Implementation tools

	ATT Implementation Toolkit (UNODA)
	A succinct, practical guide to all relevant ATT implementation measures
	
	     Module 1  Why Join the ATT?
	     Module 2  Overview of Obligations
	     Module 3  Reporting Requirements
	     Module 4  Information Exchange, International Cooperation and Assistance
	     Module 5  Prohibitions on Transfers
	     Module 6  Export
	     Module 7  Import
	     Module 8  Transit and Trans-shipment
	     Module 9  Brokering
	     Module 10  Preventing Diversion





Focal areas:

External resources per topic

Legislation

	Model National Law (Small Arms Survey)


Humanitarian

	Protecting civilians and humanitarian action through the ATT (ICRC)
	The Arms Trade Treaty and human security (Chatham House)


Human rights

	How to apply human rights standards to arms transfer decisions (Amnesty International)
	What amounts to ‘a serious violation of inernational human rights law’? (Geneva Academy)


Development

	Practical guide: applying sustainable development to arms-transfer decisions (Oxfam)
	How joining the Arms Trade Treaty can help advance development goals (Chatham House)


Defence industry

	The Defence Industry, Investors and the Arms Trade Treaty (Chatham House)


Gender

	Preventing gender-based violence through arms control. Tools and guidelines to implement the Arms Trade Treaty and UN Programme of Action (WILPF)
	Promoting gender equality in the implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty (WILPF)
	Gender-based Violence and the Arms Trade Treaty (Reaching Critical Will)


Reporting

	Transparent reporting for a successful Arms Trade Treaty (BICC)


General

	National implementation of the proposed Arms Trade Treaty: a practical guide (Oxfam)
	The Arms Trade Treaty (2013) (Geneva Academy)
	The Arms Trade Treaty Baseline Assessment Project (ATT-BAP) (Stimson Centre)





General Assembly Resolutions

	The Arms Trade Treaty (2014) — A/RES/69/49
	The Arms Trade Treaty (2013) — A/RES/68/31
	The Arms Trade Treaty (2013) — A/RES/67/234 B
	The Arms Trade Treaty (2012) — A/RES/67/234 A
	The Arms Trade Treaty (2011) — A/66/518 (Decision)
	The Arms Trade Treaty (2009) — A/RES/64/48
	Towards an Arms Trade Treaty (2008) — A/RES/63/240
	Towards an Arms Trade Treaty (2006) — A/RES/61/89





Related Documents

	Human Rights Council Resolution: Impact of arms transfers on human rights in armed conflicts
	عربي      中文      English      Français      Русский      Español



	
	The impact of poorly regulated arms transfers on the work of the United Nations (UNODA Occasional Paper No. 23)
	English










Links

UN Trust Fund on the ATT (UNSCAR)

	
	Link to homepage







 

Significance for the UN

Working to improve lives and livelihoods around the world, the United Nations system is directly confronted with the impact of the absence of regulations or lax controls on the arms trade. Those suffering most are civilian populations trapped in situations of armed violence in settings of both crime and conflict, often in conditions of poverty, deprivation and extreme inequality, where they are all too frequently on the receiving end of the misuse of arms by State armed and security forces, non-State armed groups and organized criminal groups.


[image: The Arms Trade Treaty was approved by the UN General Assembly on 2 April 2013]The Arms Trade Treaty was approved by the UN General Assembly on 2 April 2013


 

Inadequate controls on arms transfers have led to widespread availability and misuse of weapons. One serious consequence: the disruption of life-saving humanitarian and development operations because of attacks against staff of the United Nations and other humanitarian organizations. In many areas of work, the United Nations faces serious setbacks that ultimately can be traced to the consequences of the poorly regulated arms trade. We see weapons pointed at us while maintaining international peace and security, in promoting social and economic development, supporting peacekeeping operations, peacebuilding efforts, monitoring sanctions and arms embargoes, delivering food aid or helping internally displaced persons and refugees, protecting children and civilians, promoting gender equality or fostering the rule of law. That is why the adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty is so significant for the UN system as a whole. Learn more about the Impact of Poorly Regulated Arms Transfers on the Work of the United Nations.

 

Making ATT implementation possible

[image: ]State parties to the ATT “may seek assistance” in implementing the Treaty. The ATT indicates that a voluntary trust fund is to be established by States Parties for that purpose.

In anticipation, the United Nations, in close cooperation with a growing number of States, has launched a trust facility to kick-start advocacy, universalisation and implementation of the ATT. Learn more about the United Nations Trust Facility Supporting Cooperation on Arms Regulation (UNSCAR).
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        Child in a rebel camp in the north-eastern Central African Republic 
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